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LEADERS IN ISRAEL

APPARENTLY SPLI
IN ESPIONAGE CASE

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
Spectal te The New York Times

JERUSALEM, Nov. 30 — Israeli offi- '

cials today appeared divided on how
far to go in cooperating with the United
States investigation of an American ac-
cused of spying for Israel, Government
sources said. '

~ Some senior Government officials
.‘arep\nmngtorrmuplﬂicexphm-
tion of Isras¥'s actions. Other officials,
(however, want to continwe to try to han-
'dle the affair quietly and without an in-
dependent, formal investigation that
might threaten the existence of the na-
tional unity Governmant: -

At the Cabinet meeting Sunday, a do-
bate is expected among e migisters
on what course Israel sheuld take.

U.S. Pressure Over Digitmats

Pressure on the Cabinet to reach a
quick decision was increassed by a

United States State Department de-

mand that two Israeli diplomats re-
ported invoilved be made avatiabie for
questioning by American law-enforc-
ment officials whe are investigating a
United State Navy analyst, Jooathan
Jay Pollard. He was arrested Nov. 21
and charged with selling secret Amer-
ican documents to Israel.

Israeli Government sources have
said that the two dipiomats, Ilan
Ravid, an aide to the science attaché at
the Israeli Embassy in Washington,
and Yosef Yagur, the science attaché
in the Israeli Consulate General in New
York, were Mr. Pollard’s contacts. The
two were recalled by Israel last week
and the Goverrepnent has declined to
make them available for questioning
for reasons of diplomatic immunity.

A State Department spokesman,
Charles Redman, compiained Friday
that the Israeli Government had not
yet provided the ‘‘full and prompt coop-
eration’’ that the United States had re-
'quested a week ago. A spokesman for
.the State Department said today there
!would be no comment on the Pollard
case.
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Peres Government Seen as Stalled

Political commentators here said
that Prime Minister Shimon Peres’s
national unity Government appears to
have become immobilized since the

llard affair came to light.

‘“We are 0 find a way to coop-
erate quietly,” a senior Israeli official
.said. But, he added that if the Amer-
'immtedtomnnlpubucaﬂnrol
| the investigation, then it could become
'impossible for anyone here to help.
¢ According to senior Israeli Govern-
ment sources and political anaiysts,
the Government can only truly cooper-
ate, to the extent the United States'is
demanding, if there is a really inde-
pendent internal Israeli investigation
into the matter.

The problem, these sources say, is
that Israel’s top political leaders fear
that an independent investigation will
lead to a situation in whicll everyone
will start bl everyone eise and all
will be brought down by the affair.

Government sources said that at the
moment this would explain the desire
of Israel’s top three leaders — Prime
Minister Peres, Foreign Minister Yitz-

hak Shamir and Defense Minister Yitz-
hak Rabin — not to appoint a commis-
sion for an independent inquiry.

So far, the three men have conducted
all of an internal investigation on their
own. The only conclusion they have
issued publicly is that none of them had
any prior knowledge of the Pollard af-
fair.

“If they start an independent inquiry '
they won’t be able to control how it |

ends,” said Nahum Barnea, editor of
the political weekly Koterit Rashit.
“They are afraid that the conclusion of
any investigation would be that some-
one has to quit and that someone may
not want to quit. Or that sorneone may
decide to go public and name names.”
“Once that starts,” he said, ‘‘this
country will be in the middle of such an

For One Figure, Powerful Friends

‘*“The trauma of the Lavon affair is
very central to Peres,” said Mr. Bar-
nea. “‘If Peres has to choose between
criticism by the United States and an
internal mess like the Lavon affair, he
will choose criticism from the United
States.”

Israeli newspapers have identified
the senior counterterrorism official
who was said to be ‘‘running’’ Mr. Pol-
lard as Rafi Eitan. Mr. Eitan, who has
denied any such involvement, has
many powerful friends. He was a scn-
jor member of Israel’s intelligence
community and one of his closest politi-
cal allies is Ariel Sharon, the Minister
of Industry and Commerce.

Mr. Eitan is said to have begun work-
l&wlth Mr. Pollard in the spring of
1984, while he was the Government ad-
viser on terrorism, Mr. Shamir was
Prime Minister and Moshe Arens was
the Defense Minister.

The Factor of Awareness

| xhiisle the open;ti«:n in which Mr. Pol-
a accused of playing a role began
under Mr. Shamir’s term, it is said to
have continued Mr. Peres’s
time as Prime Minister. In that period,
the senior counterterrorism official
said to have been ’* Mr. Pol-
lard apparently left the bureau on ter-
rorism and conducted the espionage
operation in his capacity in another
post, at the Defense Ministry’s office
for collection of scientific data, or
Lekem, the office’s Hebrew acronym.
At that time, Mr. Rabin was the Minis-
ter of Defense.

At the minimum, then, Israeli Gov-
ernment sources say, Mr. Peres, Mr.
Shamir, Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arens —
not to mention some of Israel’s intelli-
gence chiefs — were all in a position to
have been aware of the operation in

! which Mr. Pollard is now accused as a
¢ participant, and of the information it

intelligence mess no one will escape ;
& pe | must have known was that someone

it ”

The Israeli leadership, Mr. Barnea :

added, is still working under the
trauma of the ‘“Lavon affair’’ of the
1950’s. In 1954, 11 Egyptian Jews were
arrested in Egypt and accused of plac-
ing bombs, on behaif of the Israeli se-
cret service, in movie houses, a post of-
fice and the United States Information
Service bureaus in Cairo and Alexan-
dria, the aim being to spoil Egypt's
relations with the West.

The Israeli Minister of Defense at the
time, Pinhas Lavon, insisted that he
had not known about the operation and
he placed all responsibility for it on the
Israeli intelligence community.

Various inquiries into the affair .

racked Israeli politics for 10 years,
brought down more than one govern-
ment and ruined several careers.
Shimon Peres was the Director Gen-
eral of the Ministry of Defense at the
time of the Lavon affair; while he was
in no way implicated, as a resuit of the
affair his own political career was
upset for many years.

was bringing in, which was viewed as
very useful.

According to a senior official inti-
mately familiar with the workings of
the Israeli Government, the least that
Mr. Peres, Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arens

was passing on to Israel intelligence
obtained in the United States regarding
Arab armies and Soviet weapons sys-
tems, even if Mr. Pollard’s name or his
position in the Navy was never men-
tioned.

Not only do the domestic political im-
plications of the Pollard affair appear
to be immobilizing the Israeli Govern-
ment, but so does the fact that some
senior officials here say they really do
not believe the man responsible for
;‘hr:mnng" Mr. Pollard did anything all

t .

Mr. Pollard’s reported Israeli con-
tact is being depicted by senior Govern-
ment officials as someone who went a
little too far in trying to obtain informa-
tion about Arab armies and Soviet
weapons that turned out to be very use-
ful to t.::d Israeli military establish-
ment — no one apparently wants to
punish him for that.
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